
U.P. DAY OF PERCUSSION 

ALL-STAR MASS PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 

NOTES ON MUSIC 

1) Pick ANY part that you would like to play. You don’t have to play on all three pieces, you can play as much or as little
as you feel comfortable doing.

2) Blast of Class   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fX3kzpw68I

Swing the eighth notes in a jazz feeling, quarter note = ca. 100 

Use the stickings marked on the music 

At 17: L-R-R-L; at 33, begin with the RIGHT hand 

For the gliss, don’t drag a mallet on the bars, instead, roll a half note on the note, then continue rolling as you 
descend with one hand on accidentals and another on naturals for a  half note. It doesn’t matter what notes you 
play! (Option: just do the last half note on only the natural bars.) Also, just playing top note of any part is OK!

3) Clapping Music https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNZQzpWCTlA

Pick either the top or bottom part. The top never changes, but one has to concentrate! We’ll have MANY people 
on both parts! Tempo is quarter note = ca. 120 

4) Three Brothers  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zKwPkX8iY8

Pick any instrument! If you pick maracas, cowbell, or tambourine, please try to bring these small instruments 
with you, if possible. Even if you don’t have one, I probably have enough for those interested in doing these 
parts. 

1) Tempo is quarter-note = ca. 60 at the beginning, and at “A” the tempo will be quarter-note = 120, conducted
in 4/4 (not cut-time).

2) Instruments with written-out solos are Timpani 1 (in F and C), bongos, tom-toms, snare drum, and cowbell.

3) Suspended cymbal is played with snare drum sticks. At “A” notes are marked with an “o” for open, and a “ch”
for choked. Use one hand to choke (muffle) the cymbal on the edge as you play straight eighth-notes. The choke
sounds are on the + of 1, 3, and the + of 4. At “E” you can use two hands, two sticks to play the “double-time”
swing pattern! (R--L-L, R--L-L, etc.)

4) Tambourine, at “B” use a Knee-Fist technique, if possible, but one can play it with one hand! It can also be laid
down on a padded surface, or rested on one’s knee, using two hands for the faster rhythms. For Knee-Fist or on
the knee, put your foot up on a chair. For resting on the knee, turn the tambourine upside down and play on the
far rim for soft notes, and on the inside head for the louder notes while the forearms or outside edge of the
hands rest against the shell to help keep the tambourine stable.

5) Tom-Tom part is for three drums (above the line, on the line, and below the line).

PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE DYNAMICS! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNZQzpWCTlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zKwPkX8iY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fX3kzpw68I
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